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ITALY’S DEATH TOLL TOPS CHINA'S A3 


Ex-Biogen worker accused 
of flying to China while ill 


Belmont woman widely 
denounced for allegedly 
covering up her exposure 


By Mark Arsenault and Hanna Krueger 
GLOBE STAFF 

A statistician who was working in Massa- 
chusetts for Biogen Inc., the sponsor of the now 
infamous Boston meeting at the epicenter of 
the state’s COVID-19 outbreak, is being investi- 
gated in Beijing for allegedly flying to her native 
China while sick, not disclosing her exposure to 


coronavirus to the airline, and covering up her 
fever with drugs, according to reports in Chi- 
nese-based media. 

Chinese authorities are considering if Jie Li, 
of Belmont, who was associate director of bio- 
statistics for Biogen, according to an online pro- 
file, broke the law by impeding the prevention 
of infectious disease, according to government- 
controlled Chinese media. Li, 37, is a Chinese 
citizen from Chongqing, a megacity of some 30 
million people, but has lived extensively in the 
United States, the reports say. 

She arrived in China on March 13, and has 

BIOGEN, Page A10 


MARCH 20, 


A STATE OF EMERGENCY 
BETTER DAY FOR STOCKS C7 E KEEP UP YOUR MENTAL HEALTH B1 


2020 
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A letter addressed to Jie Li from the 
Belmont Department of Health is taped on 
the front door of her home. The Globe has 
obscured the address. 


Closings 
to prove 
costly to 
schools 


By Deirdre Fernandes 
GLOBE STAFF 

Empty dormitories, can- 
celed recruiting tours, cra- 
tering endowment invest- 
ments — the coronavirus 
has turned college campus- 
es into ghost towns and 
sent a financial tremor 
throughout the industry. 

On Thursday, colleges 
and their lobbying groups 
urged Congress to include 
an estimated $50 billion in 
any federal coronavirus 
stimulus package for higher 
education institutions and 
their students. Many 
schools are likely to col- 
lapse without a federal bail- 
out, colleges warned. 

“Most colleges and uni- 
versities are facing an im- 
mediate cash flow crisis,” 
said Terry Hartle, a senior 
vice president of govern- 
ment affairs at the Ameri- 
can Council on Education, 
a Washington, D.C.-based 
trade group. 

Many higher education 
institutions are digging in- 
to their reserves to pay off 
millions of dollars in room 
and board refunds to stu- 
dents who have been forced 
off campus and ordered to 
study online in an effort to 
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Red Sox ace 
Chris Sale 
will undergo 
Tommy John 
surgery on 
his elbow 
and will miss the entire sea- 
son and probably some of 
next year, as well. C1. 


The Celtics’ Marcus Smart 
has tested positive for the 
coronavirus, but he said 
he’s had no symptoms while 
being quarantined. C1. 


70s revival 


Friday: Clearing, warmer. 
High 66-71. Low 40-45. 


Saturday: Sunny but cooler. 
High 45-50. Low 25-30. 


High tide: 9:32 a.m., 
10:11 p.m. 


Sunrise: 6:47 Sunset: 6:57 
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a machine that will soon be used to ramp up coronavirus testing. 


JESSICA RINALDI/GLOBE STAFF 
Kim Tran, a medical technologist at Massachusetts General Hospital, was reflected in the COBAS 6800, 


Life-sciences sector on front lines 


Local companies 
leading push 
for tests, vaccine 


By Jonathan Saltzman 
and Felice J. Freyer 
GLOBE STAFF 

As Massachusetts braces for 
a surge of patients infected with 
the coronavirus, the state is 
playing an outsize role in the 
global fight against the pan- 
demic. 

Companies in the state are 
scrambling to develop and dis- 
tribute potential vaccines, 
drugs, and diagnostic tests. Re- 
searchers at Harvard Universi- 
ty, MIT, and other schools are 
studying everything from ge- 
netic resistance to the virus to 
whether better face masks can 
be designed. 

That’s to say nothing of doc- 


Worries rise as 
protective gear 
supplies dwindle 


By Priyanka Dayal McCluskey 
and Liz Kowalczyk 


GLOBE STAFF 


The number of patients possibly infected 
with coronavirus continues to rise in Massa- 
chusetts hospitals, while staff agonize over a 
more immediate crisis: a lack of protective 
gear to keep them safe from this highly conta- 


gious disease. 


In a matter of days, hospital workers have 
gone from worrying about shortages to ration- 
ing, and fearing that they actually could run 


out of supplies. 


The head of UMass Memorial Health Care 
has started thinking about creative measures, 
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tors at Boston’s renowned 
teaching hospitals and local 
public health experts who are 
ubiquitous in news coverage of 
the crisis — and who are gear- 
ing up for the front lines. 

“This is exactly what you’d 
expect to happen,” said John 
Maraganore, chief executive of 
Alnylam Pharmaceuticals in 
Cambridge, which is collaborat- 
ing with a California biotech to 
develop gene-silencing drugs to 
treat COVID-19. “The industry 
in Massachusetts is going to the 
mat to fight this thing.” 

The world hasn’t seen a pub- 
lic health threat like this since 
the Spanish flu killed millions 
around the world starting in 
1918, Maraganore said. “The 
difference,” he said, “is we’re 
technologically and scientifical- 
ly better prepared to fight it.” 

For years, the life-sciences 
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Hopes are high 
as 2 hospitals join 
trials for antiviral 


By Rebecca Ostriker 


GLOBE STAFF 


Two of Boston’s renowned teaching 
hospitals are taking part in separate clini- 
cal trials for a drug that some specialists 
believe is the best hope in quickly helping 
patients stricken by the novel coronavirus 


that is sweeping the globe. 


As doctors and scientists the world 
over race to find treatments, Massachu- 
setts General Hospital and Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital are conducting trials of 
the experimental drug remdesivir, origi- 
nally developed by the California-based 
biopharmaceutical company Gilead Sci- 


ences to treat other viruses. 


In a news conference on Thursday, 
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~ SARI EDELSTEIN 


CHALK PALS — Children are being kept away from 
one another, but they’re still finding ways to 
communicate. Jane Jackson-Edelstein, 6, of Cambridge 
left a note for a neighborhood friend. B1. 


Baker 


activates 
National 
Guard 


Up to 2,000 members 
called as spread worsens 


By Danny McDonald 
GLOBE STAFF 

Governor Charlie Baker called up the Massa- 
chusetts National Guard on Thursday, activating 
up to 2,000 members of the force to help in the 
response to the worsening coronavirus pandem- 
ic, as confirmed cases in the state topped 300. 

Members of the guard will be tasked with sup- 
porting requests from state agencies for “equip- 
ment, logistics, warehousing, and related duties,” 
according to the Baker administration. Authori- 
ties said the Massachusetts Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency will coordinate requests for help 
from communities and individual state agencies. 

The number of confirmed cases jumped to 
328 Thursday, up from 256 the day before, with 
more than 3,100 tests having been conducted by 
state and commercial labs, officials said. 

The jump of 72 new documented cases is the 
largest increase since the virus began its spread 
in Massachusetts, and reflects the steady rise of 
patients coming to hospitals around the state 
with the virus or with symptoms. Baker promised 
Thursday that the number of tests will increase 
significantly, and officials say the number of con- 
firmed cases will inevitably rise as more tests are 
conducted. Some experts believe that as many as 
6,500 people in the state could be infected. 

In a taped address Thursday evening, Boston 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh spoke to the gravity of the 
crisis. 

“Everything we can do to slow the spread of 
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Masks, gowns, 
action — large 
drive-through 
test site opens 


By Kay Lazar and Andrew Ryan 
GLOBE STAFF 

SHREWSBURY — Dozens of CVS nurses, 
pharmacists, and technicians, and specialists 
from the US Public Health Service had been 
scurrying around a massive CVS parking lot 
since 5 a.m. Wednesday, erecting a series of blue 
tents and one circus-sized white one. They un- 
packed boxes of face shields, swabs, and hazard- 
ous waste bins. They practiced safely donning 
and removing gowns and face masks, and col- 
lecting nasal swabs from patients. 

Finally, shortly after 1 p.m. Thursday, under a 
bone-chilling drizzle, with a videographer re- 
cording every move, the CVS parking lot became 
ground zero for the state’s first large-scale 
COVID-19 testing site for those on the front lines 
in the fight against the coronavirus pandemic: 
health care workers and first responders. 

The opening of Massachusetts’ first high ca- 
pacity, drive-through testing facility on Thurs- 
day represented a significant and hopeful step in 
a state response that has been criticized as slug- 
gish and insufficient. The CVS parking lot will be 
the first mass testing site in a state that had its 
first confirmed cases of the coronavirus 48 days 
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